COURSE  SYLLABUS

VISUAL ARTS

GAIL. E. LODER

The middle school art curriculum is designed to develop students’ visual observation skills and their craftsmanship. They explore basic design elements and principles, as well as a variety of media, and become familiar with drawing, painting, and sculpture. Students are encouraged to experiment and express themselves while gaining an appreciation for their artwork and a feeling of success.
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

1.  Due date policy

· Due dates for class projects will be posted.

· It is expected that all class work will be critiqued on the due date.

· All late class work will receive a late grade.

2.  All students will create a portfolio of work. Your art portfolio is a record of the work you have done in this class. Your art journal will also become a record of class notes, sketches, dreams, thoughts, quotes, & drawings.

3.  Grading  
75%
=
art projects (graded by critiques & score sheets)



25%
=
participation, performance and work habits

EFFORT GRADE EXPECTATIONS

Excellent ~ Student is always prepared for class, has a positive attitude, and is always cooperative and well behaved in class. 

Satisfactory ~ Student is nearly always prepared for class, has a positive attitude most of the time. Usually participates in class and is usually cooperative and well behaved.

Fair ~ Student is sometimes prepared for class. Effort, attitude, participation, cooperation, and behavior are erratic.

Poor ~ Student makes little or no effort to prepare for class. Attitude, participation, cooperation, and behavior are unsatisfactory and in need of improvement.

EXPECTATIONS FOR CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

1.
Be in class on time

2.
Be considerate of the classroom and materials

3.
Be respectful and thoughtful of other students work, feelings, and property

4.
Be neat and orderly

5.
Be focused and on task

6.
Be in your work area

7.
Be a role model

8.
Keep your hands to yourself

9.
Use your indoor voice

10.       No whining

11.       Wear a smock when painting, using oil pastels, ink, clay, etc...

12       No sleeping, caps, gum, food, drinks, backpacks, or non-uniform 

outerwear (jackets) allowed in the art room. The uniform policy will be enforced.

13.       Be honest and practice integrity “Always Honorable”

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY

Students must attend all art classes on time unless excused for an approved school activity or for medical reasons. SEE YOUR STUDENT PARENT HANDBOOK.
SAFETY PROCEDURES

1.
In case of fire the student will exit through the classroom door and enter        
the courtyard or circle.

2. 
In case of extreme weather students will be taken to the first floor

3.
The art room is equipped with a vented kiln.

4.
Safety procedures: 

· Handle sharps carefully and responsibly

· When using an aerosol work outside and wear a mask

· Wash hands after handling art materials 

· Use the glue gun with caution

· Do not touch the kiln

TEACHING METHODS

o  audio-visual presentation
 o  brainstorming
      o  journalizing

o  cooperative-learning
 o  critiques

      o  lecture

o  demonstration

 o  hands-on activities       o  field trip

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1.
Purchase textbook(s) if required for your course.

2.
Materials for all class projects will be provided.  Some projects may    
present the opportunity for the scavenging of art materials

3.
Work in your art journal.

4.
At the beginning of each week, the teacher will go over the project assignments for that week, including due dates.

   APPROPRIATE STUDY AND TIME MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES: 
· Use class time wisely

· Do not wait until the last minute

· The student should do actual work, yet inspiration may come from other sources.  
· Students who have completed a project and are waiting for a critique should work quietly in their art journal or read Art & Man.


The right side of the brain functions best when the student is in a quiet, focused and pensive state.  Music will be provided during class time as long as students remain on task and are focused.  This is privilege!  Rap, rock, and loud music will not be played.
EXTRA HELP POLICY:

Students may work in the art studio during tutorial and after school. Mrs. Loder can be reached at 706-746-2564.

ACADEMIC AWARDS

1. The middle school and upper school student who most exhibits dedication, enthusiasm, passion and commitment to the visual arts will receive the Art Award.

2. Students will have an opportunity to participate in our annual spring MAD Festival. Monetary awards and ribbons will be presented.

3. Recognition at the local, state, and national level is possible.  Examples from previous years include Art in Newspaper Education Week, the Hunger March Banner, The Holocaust Museum Exhibit, The School Art Symposium at UGA, Art Exposure at Piedmont, and The Bascom in Highlands. 

