AP Studio Art: Drawing
Syllabus – Ms. Gail E. Loder, Instructor
Course Description

The AP Studio Art Portfolio course is designed for serious art students wishing to develop their skills in composition, problem solving, and execution. Highly motivated students interested in the demands of a college level course should sign up. The AP Studio Art course addresses three major concerns: a sense of Quality, the student’s Concentration, and the student’s need for Breadth of experience. Students will investigate all three sections of the AP portfolio to include Quality, Concentration, and Breadth. 
The AP Studio Art: Drawing Portfolio requires students to produce a minimum of twenty- four (24) works of art.  The main focus of this portfolio will be drawing and painting. It addresses a broad interpretation of drawing issues which utilize the elements and principles of art. In the Drawing Portfolio the student’s mastery of drawing will be demonstrated through a variety of approaches and media. Light and shadow, variety of line quality, rendering of form and shape, compostion, surface manipuilation. Depth, and perspective will be addressed. Drawing, painting, mixed media, printmaking, scratchboard, illustration are all appropriate approaches. The range of marks used to make drawings, and the arrangement of the marks, and the media used to make the marks are infinite, Abstract, observational, and inventive works may be submitted.
We will look at examples of past portfolios and study the AP poster which outlines the course and illustrates selected examples of artwork of distinction. Students will visit the AP Central site @ www.collegeboard.com/apstudents for more information.
Breadth Section
The students will begin the first semester by working on their Breadth section. This will allow the students an opportunity to experiment with a variety of media and subject matter. Students will explore different approaches and develop their technical skills while demonstrating their ability. Artwork should demonstrate the students’ understanding of drawing techniques. Examples of drawing from observation, invented forms, effective use of light and shadow, line quality, surface manipulation, composition, perspective, and expressive mark making should be evident. Works should emphasize the elements of design (line, shape, color, texture, pattern, contrast) and principles of design (balance, proportion, emphasis, rhythm, unity). Students will need to produce twelve (12) quality works of art and have a slide image for each piece of artwork. Please note that no details are permitted in this section. Students will produce more than 12 pieces allowing them the opportunity to select their very best work for inclusion in their slide portfolio.
Concentration Section
From the Breadth section the students will select their Concentration. The concentration should be unified by an underlying idea that has visual coherence. During the second semester students will work in depth on their Concentration. The students will work on this portion of their portfolio for four (4) months. It is imperative that the chosen theme, subject matter, and medium are of personal interest. Students should devote considerable time, effort, and thought to investigate a visual idea. The related works should show growth and discovery and be unified by an underlying theme. Students will need to produce twelve (12) pieces of compelling work organized around a central theme. The concentration requires twelve (12) slides. When the portfolio will be enhanced by a detail, this may be included. Once a student chooses a concentration they should be committed to it and continue with it.
Quality Section

From the Breadth section and the Concentration section five (5) Quality pieces of excellence will be selected. Students should carefully select examples of their work that show mastery of drawing techniques, composition, and execution. These will be matted or mounted to 18” x 24” using a neutral white mat. All work will receive a backing to give it support and durability. A cover sheet or shrink wrap will be applied to each piece in order to protect the work.
Basic Structure for AP Portfolios

	Drawing Portfolio
	2-D Design Portfolio
	3-D Design Portfolio

	Section I
	Quality Section


	One-third of total score

	5 actual works

Works that excel in concept, composition, and execution.


	5 actual works

Works that excel in concept, composition, and execution.


	10 slides, consisting of 2 views of each of 5 works

Works that excel in concept, composition, and execution.



	Section II


	Concentration
	One-third of total score

	12 slides; some may be details

A series of works organized around a compelling visual concept in drawing.
	12 slides; some may be details

A series of works organized around a compelling visual concept in 2-D Design.
	12 slides; some may be details

A series of works organized around a compelling visual concept in 3-D Design.



	Section III


	Breadth
	One-third of total score

	12 slides; one slide each of 12 different works

Work that demonstrates a variety of concepts, media, and approaches.


	12 slides; one slide each of 12 different works

Work that demonstrates a variety of concepts, media, and approaches.


	16 slides; 2 slides each of 8 different works

Work that demonstrate a variety of concepts, media, and approaches.




Journals

Students will make and keep a journal which will hold this syllabus and will be used for preliminary sketches, thoughts, and ideas. Students will keep an organized written record of their AP portfolio pieces with titles, medium, and dimensions.

Inventory

A.P. Studio Art Inventory


Artist  _______________________

Type of Portfolio (circle)  
Drawing
2-D Design

3-D Design

Section I - Quality 

(5 pieces required; the Drawing and 2-D portfolios should be matted/mounted 18x24; the 3-D portfolio requires 10 slides of 2 views of 5 works)

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________

Section II - Concentration (12 slides; some may be details)

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________________

9. ______________________________________________________

10. ______________________________________________________

11. ______________________________________________________

12. ______________________________________________________

Section III - Breadth 

(The drawing and 2-D portfolios require 12 slides; 

the 3-D requires 16 slides; 2 each of 8 different works)

1. ______________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________________
9. ______________________________________________________

10. ______________________________________________________

11. ______________________________________________________

12. ______________________________________________________

Expectations of the Breadth Section
Most importantly, works in the breadth section of the drawing portfolio will demonstrate a wide scope of drawing issues to include, but not limited to:

· Form

· Content

· Tonal values

· Line quality

· Shadows

· Light source

· Perspective

· Compostion

· Drawing surface

· Depth

· Pattern

· Texture

· Rhythm

· Balance

· Proportion

· Focal point

· Representational work

· Abstraction

· Variety of techniques

· Variety of media
Themes for Breadth Section (one/week – first semester)
The following themes will assist you as you complete your art portfolio. They represent different ideas and approaches that you should find useful. You should never lack an idea for your artwork. Do not be afraid to experiment with new ideas, techniques, and materials. Both western and non-western approaches to making art will be encouraged. The best size of support that fulfills the requirements for all sections of the AP portfolio is 12x18. However; you may work as small as 9x12 and as large as you wish. The College Board prefers that you do not sign your work. Students completing the Breadth section of the Drawing Portfolio will complete one theme per week during the first semester. 

1.
THEME:
human anatomy

· Render a study of bones

· Draw a skeleton

· Draw a section of the skeleton

· Organs or muscles

· Execute the human form

· Hands  arranged  in a carefully planned composition 

· Attach collage elements onto a support and draw the human form on the surface

2.
THEME:
animal anatomy, biology, and nature

· Draw the skull of an animal

· A study of an animal

· A study of a plant or flower

· A study of a bug or insect

· Your favorite pet

3.
THEME:
still life

· Use your school backpack to set up a still life with things coming out of it

· Draw a pile of 4 to 10 similar objects. (a pile of shoes)

· Focus on and enlarge an area of a still life

· Set up a still life that must include a mirror

· Do a still life in which you use at least three different media

· Your worldly possessions arranged in an interesting still life

· A still life with one area accented with color
· A paper bag blown up, twisted, and drawn with conte on earth tone drawing paper

4.
THEME:
texture, light, contrast, and pattern

· One half of an egg carton with several eggs and something else inside the carton

· An unusual piece of draped fabric with a display of 3-5 eggs on it

· A crumpled piece of newspaper or magazine with lettering and pictures

· A table top set up with objects that involve pattern, texture, and shadows

· A shirt on a hanger with a patterned tie

· Do a still life drawing in graded pencils that consists of reflective objects (glasses)

· A linoleum print

· Fabric design

5.
THEME:
exterior/landscape

· Choose an exterior of a campus building and execute it in pen and ink

· A landscape that you observe

· Do a perspective drawing

· Do a landscape in the style of another artist (Monet/Impressionism) 

· Do a landscape in which you use at least three media

· Torn paper landscape

6.
THEME:
room interiors

· Draw a room interior

· Looking in or out a window or a doorway

· Interesting view of your bedroom (an unmade bed with socks on the floor)

· Do a perspective drawing

· Scratchboard of a room’s interior or furniture

· Glue trailing and pastel of a room’s interior

7.
THEME:
self-portrait or portrait

· Portrait of self at age 40

· Portrait using 2 mirrors

· Portrait of self with an unusual expression in complementary colors using oil pastels

· A face concealed with masking tape, a torn paper bag, or ripped nylon stocking

· Draw a face wearing sunglasses with a reflection of what they are seeing in the glasses

· A famous celebrity (interpretation of John Kennedy, the Beatles, Bob Marley)

· A portrait in the style of Chuck Close using your thumbprint

· Do a self-portrait that expresses an emotion as in anger or rage, happiness or joy

· Torn paper mosaic portrait

· Distorted self-portrait

8.
THEME:
Surrealism

· Draw a distorted viewpoint

· Draw a distorted image

· Nightmare

· A fantasy or a dream

· Look at work by Salvador Dali

· Interpret an emotion like fear or pain

· Glue a photo of a technical gadget (toothbrush) on a landscape or seascape

· Piece insprired by the fortune in a fortune cookie

9.
THEME:
Technique and Style

· Execute a drawing using dots only (stippling)

· Enlarge a personal photo – execute in graded pencils or ink washes

· Combine the work/style of three different artists

· A study of Cubism (see Braque and Picasso)

· Study an artist and mimic his or her style – allow for some personal interpretation

· Create an Op or Pop art design

· A study of Van Gogh and Postimpressionism

· A study of Matisse and Fauvism

· Redo a masterpiece by updating it, changing the colors, media, and characters

10.
THEME:
figure study or fashion illustration

· Draw from life (classmates become the model)

· The figure in unexpected places

· A person in the dark

· The figure falling or in motion

· Using an art book as a reference point, tastefully execute the nude or draped figure

· Design a fashion ad

· Draw an article of clothing or an outfit stressing folds and shadows (work by Beuys)

· Apparel design

11.
THEME:
mechanical

· Draw the interior of a motor

· Draw bicycle gears using high contrast

· Draw a motorcycle in graded pencil

· Draw what you see under the hood of a car

· Matchbox car

· Insides of an old computer

· Take apart a clock and draw the gears and mechanisms

12.        THEME:
sculpture

· Draw a sculpture relief (see work by Rodin, Brancusi, Smith, Michelangelo)

· Take a 3-D sculpture and transfer it to 2-D

· Draw the George Woodruff sculpture that is in our courtyard

· Design a sculpture that you could create

· Draw a Greecian vase

· Draw an Art Deco vase

· Draw a fountain you have seen in a local park

13.
THEME:
collage

· A collage style drawing

· Reconstruct a picture using torn bits of colored paper from a magazine and glue

· A collage based on political, moral, or social issues

· A collage of a famous celebrity or political figure

· Create a torn paper collage using wallpaper, fabric, and magazine pages

14.
THEME:
focal point

· Cut a small colored section out of a magazine, glue it down, and complete in oil pastels

· Cut a small black and white section from a magazine, glue down, and complete in pencil

· Complete a still life in grey tones with a color accent

· A close up or magnified view (tree bark, flower head, piece of fruit, insect head)

15.
THEME:
inside out

· A partially opened gift

· A drawer with its contents hanging out

· The inside of one’s mouth

· Draw what you see under your bed

· Make a collage of what is inside your closet

· Make a collage of what you would find inside a refrigerator
· Piece inspired by a fortune cookie
16.
THEME:
metamorphosis

· Transformation of an object or shape 

· Work that focuses on transition, such as organic to mechanical

· Tessellation

· A matchbox car that morphs

· A McDonald’s Happy Meal toy that morphs

· An animal that morphs into a human

Successful Concentration topics (complete one/week - second semester)
· The human face in anguish completed in graded pencils on watercolor paper 
· A series of large format horses in oil pastel 

· Gears, wheels, and spokes executed in ebony pencil creating high contrast with sharp edges

· The human portrait using oil pastel in the style of the impressionistic painters that incorporates marks and dashes of colors 
· Sport images drawn as high contrast illustration

· The focus on the eyes as the window to the soul

· A series that revolves around collage and mixed media with the human figure as a distinct drawing element

· A series of scratchboards where the subject matter is chairs and sofas

· Acrylic paintings of magnified flowers in the style of Georgia O’Keefe where mark making is significant
· A comic book that utilizes sequential art

· A series of oil pastel collages that incorporate a person, place, animal, and thing

· The human portrait in high contrast with a strong light source and an even stronger shadow

· Abstract acrylic paintings of famous personalities that emphasizes line quality and bold colors

· Room interiors executed on tan and black sand paper in prismacolors

· Block prints influenced by Benny Andrews which uses musicians as the central theme
· Drawings of fashion figures and clothing designs culminating with the production of a garment

· A series of expressive landscapes

· Abstraction of mechanical objects, animals, or the human form

· Interpretive self-portraiture of figure studies that emphasize distortion or exaggeration

· Explore interior or exterior architectural space
What is a Portfolio?
In the visual arts your portfolio is your calling card. It shows what you can do. A portfolio is a collection of the work you have done. By including a variety of work you demonstrate a range of your abilities and skills.
Suggested Media
A variety of media should be included, but are not limited to, graded pencils, ebony, prismacolors, conte crayons, charcoal, Sharpie pens, water base markers, black felt tip and ballpoint pens, soft pastels, oil pastels, printing blocks, scratchboard, gouache, watercolors, tempera, and acrylic paint. 
Grading
Students are expected to produce one work of quality art each week. For each piece of art that a student is short at the end of the grading period, the grade will drop one letter grade. Work produced outside of the class and/or in other courses may be included in this portfolio as long as it was never submitted for the AP 2-D portfolio. The AP Studio Art grade is based on a portfolio as opposed to a written exam.
What Constitutes Exceptional Quality?
· Consistent high quality
· Evidence of deep thinking

· Sense of confidence

· Addresses complex visual and conceptual issues

· Shows a high degree of imagination, creativity, and originality

· Remarkable use of media

· Outstanding technical skills

· Risk taking

· Experimentation
· Sensitive use of media and subject matter

· Purposeful composition

· Demonstrates informed decision making skills

· Published photographs are purely a reference and have been absolutely reinterpreted and reinvented

· Mastery of drawing techniques are unique, remarkable, and outstanding

· The breadth section will display a variety of work and media

· The concentration section will display a cohesive and unified series of work
Slides

The teacher will collect art work on a weekly basis and make digital images that will be sent to www.iprintfromhome.com to be made into slides.

Critiques
Critiques are an important part of the AP art process. At the end of each grading period the students are brought together to display their work on an art panel and have it critiqued. The class is expected to offer positive feedback while using a vocabulary of art. A simplified rubric is used. During class on-going dialogue with the students on an individual basis assists the students. 
Rubrics

AP STUDIO ART SCORE SHEET                          Name __________​​​_______ 

Title or description________________________________________________​​

Score on a scale of 1 – 5

_____ Met due date

_____ Excels in visual concept, composition, and execution

_____ Creative, original

_____ Craftsmanship, neatness 

_____ Sensitive use of elements of design

_____ Sensitive use of principals of design

_____ Technical use of medium

_____ Complexity of detail

_____ Expressiveness

_____ Demonstrates a high level of accomplishment

Copyright

All artwork must be original. The use of published photographs or works by other artist may not be duplicated as this constitutes plagiarism. Such works must be altered significantly and must be reinterpreted and used as inspiration to be considered original.

Homework

It is expected that students in AP Studio art will spend time outside of the class day working on art work for their portfolio.
Studio Maintenance

Students will be responsible for maintaining their personal workspace as well as actively participating in regular classroom maintenance.
Open Studio
Students may work in the art studio during tutorials and after school. Mrs. Loder can be reached at 706-746-2564.

Enrichment
The course will be enriched through internet searches, journaling, trips to the High Museum of Art, a collection of art books and art journals.
Advanced Placement Art Contract

I understand that enrollment in Advanced Placement Art will entail my striving to meet high demands in this college-level course.

I understand the Advanced Placement Art involves a significant investment of time and commitment.

I understand that this is a commitment for the entire school year and that I am required to take the Advanced Placement examination, at the cost of approximately $80.00. 

I understand that Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School will receive from the College Board a report of my performance on the Advanced Placement Exam.

I have read, and I understand the course syllabus for Advanced Placement Art.

The teacher reserves the right to reschedule an AP student into a regular-level course if the student’s average for any grading period falls below 80.

__________________________________


______________

Student’s signature






Date

Art Shows

AP Art students will be encouraged to participate in a variety of art shows, exhibits, and competitions. Each spring we host a senior art show and MAD Fest (annual arts festival) on our campus. Students will also have an opportunity to have their art work published in our Anthology.
Essay

Students will be prepared to respond to the following questions as they relate to their concentration. Briefly define the nature of your concentration project. What was your initial idea? How did your idea grow and develop as you worked?

AP Studio Art Portfolio Score sheet (at completion)
Portfolio Type: (circle)  1. Drawing     2. 2-D Design     3. 3-D Design

Name:_________________________________       Period:___________

Grading Key:

5 Excellent 
A

4 Very good
B

     3
Good

C

     2
Poor

D

     1
Failing 
F

Section I: Quality






 Grade  ____

Drawing and 2-D Design Portfolio - 5 actual works

3-D Design Portfolio – 10 slides (5 works, 2 views each)

Criteria:

· Works that excel in concepts, composition, and execution
· Neatness of matting and shrink-wrapping or cover sheet

· Variety of styles, medium, subject matter

· Measures 18"x24" including matting

· Craftsmanship of actual work

· Elements of design & Principles of design

Section II: Concentration




             Grade  ____

12 slides

Criteria:

· A series of works organized around a compelling visual concept
· Total slides submitted-_______

· Clearly defined and obvious concentration

· Did you follow through on your original concentration?

Section III: Breadth





   Grade  _____

Drawing and 2-D Design Portfolio - 12 slides 

3-D Design Portfolio – 16 slides (8 works, 2 views each)

Criteria:

· Total number of slides submitted-______

· Work that demonstrates broad experience and accomplishment

Prior to Exam Day

Students will insert breadth and concentration slides in slide sleeves following the instructions of The College Board.

Exam Day

Students will work with the AP coordinator to label their portfolio. The AP portfolios will be mailed to the College Board for evaluation.
· The AP Art exam is scheduled for __________

· Your AP Art exam will be administered in the art studio

· Your exam will begin at ____
· Be prompt as the exam will begin on time

· No changes can be made in this schedule

· Bring two #2 pencils

· Bring a black or dark blue ball-point pen

· Social security #

· Do not bring food or drinks

After The Exam

The instructor will provide each student with a digital library of their portfolio. Students can use their class time to work on special projects or community service.

Personal Comment

I am looking forward to working with you. When you do your work and turn it in on time everyone is happy. Let us keep it this way. I want you to improve, grow, and succeed. Please do not wait to the last minute as this will only lead to disappointment. Do your part and help me help you. 
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